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Young Alumnus Award recipients Stacey (left) and Andrew Whitman in Macedonia
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Tom and Polly Whitman and Bob and Heather Singleton accepted the Young Alumnus Award on behalf of their children.
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The Alumni Association awards are presented every year during Reunion Weekend at the banquet on Saturday night. This year's banquet was particularly rewarding for me because all but one — well two, as you'll find out when you read further — of the award-winners were able to attend the banquet and receive their awards in person.





YOUNG ALUMNUS AWARD


This award is presented annually to a graduate who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in profession or career, civic activities, service to the College, humanitarian causes, and/or endeavors in creative arts or sciences. Typically, this award has not been an easy one to bestow. Young alums are usually so busy establishing themselves in their careers, they forget to tell us what they are doing. However, a Mary Washington couple came to our attention.





Andrew and Stacey Singleton Whitman jointly captured the Young Alumnus Award. Stacey and Andrew graduated from the College in 1994 and 1997, respectively. They married in 1994 and became missionaries to Macedonia in the Balkan Peninsula in April 1998. Originally they went to Macedonia to help some residents overcome drug addiction and alcoholism; however, war broke out six months after the Whitmans' arrival. As refugees from Albania began pouring into Macedonia, Andrew and Stacey saw the overwhelming need for food, shelter and clothing.








When they returned to the United States in December 1998 for the birth of their daughter, Andrew and Stacey began collecting clothing for the refugees.


Three months later they went back to Macedonia with their newborn in tow. In spite of the fear and uncertainty of living under siege — allied air strikes were in progress — they stayed put and helped wherever they were needed. While the 40 tons of clothing and supplies they collected from the Fredericksburg area took months to arrive, Andrew eventually delivered them to Kosovo in a nerve-wracking, 24-hour, 180-mile round trip over the border in a decrepit old truck.


Stacey, Andrew and their daughter are still in Macedonia and will be for another year. They have adjusted once again to the needs of the people and are working with a youth outreach program, similar to our Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. In the absence of Andrew and Stacey, their parents were present at the banquet to accept the award on their behalf. They also read a statement from them in appreciation of the award and their years at Mary Washington. This couple, with their selfless devotion to service, represents the best Mary Washington has to offer. We wish them well in their remaining time abroad.








